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I thank you. Sir, with all my soul, for your
friendly hints; though I do not need them so
much as my friends are apt to imagine. You
are dazzled with newspaper accounts and dis-
tant reports; but in reality, I have no great
temptation to be intoxicated with the cup of
prosperity. Novelty may attract the attention
of mankind awhile; to it I owe my present
eclat: but I see the time not far distant, when
the popular tide, which has borne me to a
height of which I am, perhaps, unworthy, shall
recede with silent celerity, and leave me a bar-
ren waste of sand, to descend at my leisure to
my former station. I do not say this in the
affectation of modesty; I see the consequence
Is unavoidable, and am prepared for it. I had
been at a good deal of pains to form a just, im-
partial estimate of my intellectual powers before
I came here; I have not added, since I came
to Edinburgh, any thing to the account; and
I trust I shall take every atom of it back to
my shades, the coverts of my unnoticed, early
years.

In Dr. Blackiock, whom I see very often,
I have found, what I would have expected in our
friend3 a clear head and an excellent heart.

By far the most agreeable hours I spend in

Edinburgh